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Next CAG Meeting 

Monday, May 12, 2008

Annual CAG Awards

Election of CAG Officers

St. John’s Church Parish Hall
Potomac and O Streets, NW
Reception 7 pm; Program 7:30 pm

Parking during meeting across the
street at Hyde School

May Meeting Features Jack Evans,
Election of Officers, Awards Presentations

Councilmember Jack Evans
will speak at the May 12
CAG meeting regarding the

“state of DC” and Georgetown in
particular. He has been Councilmem-
ber for Ward 2 since 1991 and serves
as Chair of the Council’s Committee
on Finance and Revenue which over-
sees the District’s finances, including
tax policy. In addition to earning a
reputation as one of DC’s toughest
budget and tax stewards, Jack has
used this Committee to secure
approval of many major legislative
tax reforms, including: reducing tax
rates; simplifying DC’s antiquated
Tax Code; promoting tax breaks for
working families; and establishing
incentives for businesses.

When not working on balancing
DC’s budget or approving legisla-
tion, Jack enjoys doing the “other
half of his Council job” by address-
ing the dozens of goals and chal-
lenges which arise daily in the 12
distinct neighborhoods of Ward 2:

The Sixth Annual CAG Con-
certs in the Parks starts on
Sunday, May 18th with the

rockin’ zydeco band,
Junkyard Saints. This
Baltimore-based group
has performed with
such notables as Buck-
wheat Zydeco, the
Iguanas, Marcia Ball,
and Chuck Brown.

The Saints are the recipients of
Washington Area Music Associa-
tion’s 2007 WAMMIE Awards for

Best Roots Rock Group
and Artist of the Year
and 2008 Best Roots
Rock Group.  Their
motto:  “We have an
accordion and we’re not
afraid to use it!”

der Solberg has been a steadfast
partner in helping keep Georgetown
a safe and secure community. He
has listened to our concerns and has
enacted initiatives making every
attempt to satisfy those needs. Mary
Oehrlein is being saluted for her
long and dedicated service as a
member, then chair, of the Old
Georgetown Board.

Our Atherton Award for excep-
tional service by a public sector pro-
fessional is being given to David
Maloney for his work as Director of
the Historic Preservation Office. The
Cochran Award for exceptional
efforts to protect and enhance the
community’s parkland and architec-
tural resources will be presented to
Anne Lewis for her dedicated work
on the Historic Preservation Review
Board. John Dreyfuss will be given
the Belin Award for continued and
distinguished service to the George-
town community.

Please join us to hear from Coun-
cilmember Evans, vote for CAG
officers (see slate p. 7) and salute
our awardees. 

Chinatown, Shaw, Mount Vernon
Square, Logan Circle, Blagden Alley,
Dupont Circle, Sheridan-Kalorama,
Foggy Bottom/West End, George-
town, Burleith, Hillandale and
Downtown Washington (including
the White House and the Mall).
Jack also serves on two standing
Council committees: Economic
Development and Judiciary. 

Jack, 53, has an economics
degree from the University of Penn-
sylvania’s Wharton School and a
law degree from the University of
Pittsburgh. Active in numerous civic
and Democratic organizations, Jack
lives on P Street with his children,
eleven year-old triplets — Katherine,
John and Christine — and their
golden retriever, Kayla. 

He will help CAG acknowledge
individuals who have significantly
contributed to our community.
Appreciation awards will be given
to Field Commander Andrew Sol-
berg and Mary Oehrlein. Comman-

First Concert Rocks at Rose Park May 18

Continued on page 6



have fine tuned our reporting, tracking procedures and
legal structure. We’re always looking for ways to trim
costs and searching for new funds. When you receive
what seems like yet again another appeal from CAG for
money, please consider the request carefully. The fund-
ing allocations have been diligently considered and are
being utilized on programs that are at the heart of what
makes Georgetown the community that it is. 

Community Relations
I am pleased to report that I believe there have been
huge inroads made here. Government, municipal, busi-
ness and university officials are in daily contact with
CAG representatives on a wide spectrum of issues and
initiatives. We may come at subjects from different
angles, but our end goals are always the same…the bet-
terment of the entire Georgetown community. 

During the Summer
Although, after our May meeting, we do not have
monthly programs again until September, the board and
committees continue meeting and working throughout
the summer. Some of the items on the table for contin-
ued discussions during the summer are the Georgetown
Transportation Study, lobbying for the continuation of
the Circulator bus north of M Street, development of a
parking pilot program for Georgetown in cooperation
with DDOT, development of a summer foot patrol plan
with MPD, discussions with University officials on the
upcoming 2010 campus plan, plans for launching an
oral history of Georgetown, and of course, the Con-
certs!  It’s also the time when plans for the Gala begin to
take shape and all the programming for the upcoming
year is scheduled. See you at the May 18th Concert in
Rose Park!

—Denise R. Cunningham
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  l e t t e r

State of the Organization
As we near our annual meeting on May 12, it seems
appropriate to have a state of the organization assess-
ment, acknowledging successes when appropriate as
well as casting a critical eye on areas that need improve-
ment.            

Our Staff
Our office is overburdened but running smoothly.
Under the leadership of Executive Director Betsy Cooley
with the assistance of Beth Neilsen and intern Fanny
Brito, as well as volunteers Tara Scopelliti and Cookie
Cruse, who put in nearly full-time hours, this small
space is an extremely productive and efficient hotbed of
activity. The professional “bar” has been raised substan-
tially in the past few years. But, there are now so many
more programs, projects and initiatives that are super-
vised by our office; they are stretched thin. 

One area we’ve identified for improvement is secur-
ing more personnel. The more staff and volunteer time
we have, the more we can accomplish. We are constant-
ly searching for new grant sources to help defray the
cost of operations. We could certainly use the help of a
volunteer experienced in grant writing. We also need to
cultivate a wider circle of volunteers. If you can give
even a little time, please call the office. We need you.
Another goal we have set for operations management
this year is to develop a procedures manual so succeed-
ing boards and staff members do not have to reinvent
the wheel.

Our Finances
We are basically in good shape. We’ve arrived at that
position because of the dedication and diligence of
board members and volunteers, past and present, who

Even with gloomy weather, over sixty residents — including DC Councilman Jack
Evans — and students came out to clean the streets, chat with friends and have a
good time…fueled by bagels from Saxby’s at 35th and O Streets, and coffee and
donuts from Starbucks at 33rd and M Streets. Ray Danieli of the GU Off Campus Hous-
ing Office and Tony DeWitt, a CAG Beautification Committee member, did their usual
extra duty by making pickup trips and delivering bulging trash bags to a  DPW trash
truck in Volta Park. We appreciate the cooperation of Kenny Milner of the DPW Clean
Sweep Program who provided workers, equipment and a truck. Two tons of trash
were collected!  Everyone enjoyed the best hamburgers and hotdogs in town, grilled
to perfection by the Georgetown University Grilling Society, as pictured at left with

Denise and Rick Cunningham (center) and GU’s Chuck Van Sant (far left). Originally planned for Saturday, the Cleanup moved to a Sunday
rain date, so there was something missing this year — Bill Skelsey and his son Freddy could not attend on Sunday, April 6. However, they
went out on Saturday, April 5 with their own equipment and cleaned up. Now that’s devotion.

—Brenda Moorman
Chair, CAG Beautification Committee



M A Y 2 0 0 8  /  G E O R G E T O W N C I T I Z E N S

3

A s p e c t s  o f  G e o r g e t o w n By Edith Schafer

Now is the time to listen, the
first week in May. Listen at
first light, it will start then.

It seems almost deafening. Do not
for a minute take any of it for 
granted.

Haven’t we learned the hard way
not to take anything for granted?

It’s the dawn chorus. Famed
British tastemaker Nancy Lancaster
(she was actually American, born in
Virginia) had her butler tape the
dawn chorus so that she could listen
to it later when she had her tea.
Now that’s how to live.

If you don’t know what this is
about, it is about birds. Every year
some of us go down to Dumbarton
Oaks Park to greet the arrivals on
their way through. Here is what we
saw one year:

The myrtle warblers all fluffed up
and bathing in the shallow pebbly
part of the stream, for quite a while
we gazed in admiration at their
ablutions in the dappled light.
Around us we heard towhees, a dis-
tant wood thrush, and a zillion dif-
ferent warblers: ovenbirds, black-
throated blue, black & white, paru-
la, Louisiana waterthrush, vireos —
both kinds — a scarlet tanager and
of course the usual suspects, Caroli-
na wrens, mockingbirds, woodpeck-
ers, catbirds, cardinals. 

We saw cedar waxwings lined up
on a branch looking as trim, tidy
and pulled together as Napoleonic
soldiers about to march off to bat-
tle. Totally beautiful. They are such
handsome birds, with their black
masks and their rusty coloring with
small red and yellow details and
then the crests. 

Around dusk there are owls call-
ing to each other down there by the
bridge. So much wild abundance not
ten minutes from our urban world
up the hill. 

When the first Europeans arrived
on our shores they saw North
America as a vast untamed garden,
overflowing with birds and animals,
trees, plants and extravagant
scenery. They saw the wild exuber-
ance in need of a controlling hand—
theirs. 

Which brings us up to today. We
have been fruitful and multiplied.
And how. Trackless land is unavail-
able, the teeming wilderness has
become a small  backyard, but still
important to us. The urge to put our
personal stamp on a bit of land is
ever present. How the sun falls on
it, what handsome tree will grow,
the sound of water, the spring flow-
ering, the autumn glory, we still
want these things.

That’s why people love our Gar-
den Tour. It is pleasing and full of
ideas that one can take home. This
year we have gardens designed by
well known landscape designers
Guy Williams, Gail Rogers, Meri-
wether Rumrill, and more.  

So first the dawn chorus, then the
gardens: thrushes and roses, no
wonder we like May in George-
town.

—Edith Schafer

See page 5 for details on the
Georgetown Garden Tour on May
10.

LISTENING TO GEORGETOWN

Brunch, Lunch and
Dinner

Served Every Day

Serving the freshest seafood, pastas, shellfish,
prime steaks, chops and more!

Martin’s has had the honor of serving
every president from

Harry Truman to George W. Bush

Dine in the Truman booth, the Kennedy booth
the LBJ booth or the Nixon booth

Reservations Suggested



Over eighty people turned out
to hear Georgetown resident
and pollster Andrew Kohut

at the April CAG meeting. Before
introducing the featured speaker,
Denise Cunningham announced the
reassignment of MPD 2D Comman-
der Solberg to Field Commander,
and introduced the new Comman-
der, Mark Carter. Carter spoke of
his extensive MPD background,
including work on homeland securi-
ty and community policing, and as
deputy director of training for
Metro Police Academy. He believes
DC needs more police on the streets,
saying “riding in a car is not the
way to go; police need to get out
and walk.”  He proposes inviting
one representative from each citizen
advisory group and PSA to form a
committee to work with MPD offi-
cers.

Denise noted that the CAG annu-
al meeting next month will include
the election of officers. Executive
Director Betsy Cooley announced
the slate on behalf of nominating
committee chair Diane Colasanto:
President — Denise Cunningham;
First Vice President — Rob Hous-
man; Second Vice President — Jen-
nifer Altemus; Third Vice President
— Brenda Moorman; Secretary —
Tara Scopelliti; Treasurer — Bob
Laycock; and two of the directors:
Hazel Denton and Louise Brodnitz;
with the remaining director posi-
tions to be determined by the Presi-
dent. See page 7 for the full slate.

Other announcements included
the April 17 CAG Concerts in the
Parks Kickoff Party at L2 Lounge,
and CAG’s Hazardous Waste Dis-
posal Day on April 26. Frida Burl-
ing spoke about the upcoming April
26 Georgetown House Tour, which
raises money for St. John’s Church
outreach programs, and she offered
tour posters to the audience. Cary
Silverman, who is running for Ward

2 DC Council seat, introduced him-
self to the group.

Denise introduced Andrew
Kohut, president of the Pew
Research Center, an independently
funded, nonpartisan think tank,
which “provides information on the
issues, attitudes and trends shaping
America and the world.” Mr. Kohut
has also served as president of the
Gallup Poll, and is the co-author of
four books.  

The Center is “probably the
largest single source of what people
think,” Kohut told the audience.
“This election really matters to the
American public,” said Mr. Kohut,
explaining voter opinions. He
reported that in March 2008, a very
high percentage (78%) said this
election mattered, and voter turnout
has been extremely high for Democ-
rats (although fairly flat for Repub-
licans) compared to 2000.  He has
noticed some signs of Republicans
rallying behind John McCain, but
overall Republicans seem less happy
with their candidate. Kohut noted
that voter turnout increases on bad

news, not civic duty. Only 22% of
those polled are satisfied with cur-
rent conditions — the lowest per-
centage in 20 years. The public now
wants change and competence.
President Bush has only a 28%
approval rating. Speaking of mega-
trends, Kohut says the political
landscape favors the Democrats.
Important issues include the war in
Iraq and lack of progress on the
environmental and economic front.
He noticed that the mid-1990s was
more conservative, and now the
pendulum is swinging back toward
a more liberal outlook. So why is
McCain running a “pretty good
race” against Barak Obama and
Hillary Clinton? Kohut credits Mike
Huckabee’s lack of crossover appeal
and emergence as a social conserva-
tive which helped McCain, who has
great appeal to independent voters.
52% of independents polled do not
expect McCain would be like Bush.
Kohut said that based on exit polls,
Democrat preferences for Obama or
Clinton have not been shaped by
issues, but rather personal prefer-
ences, especially how each candidate
makes voters feel about themselves.
Obama’s charisma and perception as
an agent of change has made voters
feel good about themselves. Clinton
is battling long-standing negative
ratings, including from independent
voters. Obama, with his appeal to
liberal, elite, affluent Democrats, as
well as young voters, has appealed
successfully to independent voters.
Clinton has appealed more to older,
working-class voters, and those
eager to see a woman as President.
Hispanic voters have made a posi-
tive difference for Clinton in Cali-
fornia and Texas. 

Questions from the floor covered:
how a national poll is conducted
(call centers are used to contact ran-
domly chosen participants); request
for opinion on a McCain/Rice ticket
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Andrew Kohut Says Independents Will Play a Major 
Role in the Election

Kohut spoke of the many “firsts” of this
election: first time for a leading female
candidate; first time for a former First
Lady; first time for a leading African
American candidate; first time the
country might elect a 72-year old Presi-
dent.



versus Obama/Clinton (declined);
the importance of gender; record of
Pew versus other polls (as good as
Gallup; very strong record among
large independent polls); the prob-
lem of younger voters being under-
represented due to their prevalence
of cellphone use; the importance for
candidates to talk about issues; sur-
veys on how the public view the
media; possibility of changing the
Electoral College deciding the win-
ner (people are very conservative
when it comes to changing the sys-
tem); public using the internet to
gather information (Pew is conduct-
ing a project on how the internet is
used); effects of polls on actual elec-
tion outcomes; the importance of
the Iraq war and the economic cli-
mate; the Reverend Wright contro-
versy and the Obama campaign. In
response to request for a piece of
advice to each candidate, Kohut
responded that he doesn’t give
advice to candidates — he concen-

trates only on what the voters them-
selves are saying.

Denise thanked Andy for his
wide-ranging and informative
remarks, and presented him with a
CAG baseball cap.

—Tara Scopelliti  
Secretary
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Rose Park Party on May 14

The Friends of Rose Park will
have a Spring Garden Party on
May 14 at the historic Q Street
home of author Leslie Morgan
Steiner and Perry Steiner. Rose
Park, a space for fun and frolic, is
the site of many neighborhood
gatherings, from Rose Park Day
to the Halloween Pumpkin Carv-
ing – as well as the venue for
the seasonal Wednesday
Farmer’s Market. You are invited
to lend support to The Friends
of Rose Park’s maintenance and
landscaping efforts — and have
a good time by joining The
Friends of Rose Park for cocktails
and Fete Accompli treats on
May 14, from 6 to 8 pm. Ticket
prices are Patron $1,000; Friend
$500; Individual $150. For reser-
vations, contact Trish Peva at
tpeva@aol.com.



The concerts start at 5 pm, are
free and open to the public — so
bring your friends.  There will be
special treats and surprises for chil-
dren at each concert and scooped ice
cream for everyone!

New this year is an option to
purchase pre-order picnics from the
Griffin Market. The market is offer-
ing two choices of a three-course
picnic supper, a children’s meal, and
an antipasto selection, to be picked
up on your way to the park.  For
the May 18th Concert in Rose Park,
orders must be placed by Thursday,
May 15; call 965-1222 or stop by
the market at 28th and P with ques-
tions and to place orders.  See menu
choices below.

Also new this year is a $1500
Georgetown Dining Extravaganza
Raffle. Tickets are $5 each and the
winner receives a cocktail party for
15 by Quite a Stir Caterers; dinner
for four at Mendocino Grille; a
three-course dinner for two at Sea-
sons Restaurant in the Four Seasons
Hotel; and a $150 gift certificate
from Café Milano. The drawing will
be at the end of the third concert on
July 13 at Volta Park.

CAG thanks all the generous
corporate and private supporters
including: Friends of Rose Park,
Friends of Volta Park, Georgetown
University Hospital, Capital Restau-
rant Concepts, Eastbanc, Long &
Foster, Nancy Taylor Bubes and
Washington Fine Properties, and the
Georgetown Current.

CAG president Denise Cunning-
ham says “the summer concerts,
started a mere six years ago, have
grown into a treasured Georgetown
tradition, bringing together all
aspects and ages of the Georgetown
community to socialize and enjoy
live music and our parks.” So round
up your blankets and beach chairs,
picnics and snacks, and plan to join
neighbors and friends in our lovely
parks. The schedule for all three
concerts is:

Sunday, May 18th at 5 pm at
Rose Park (26th and P Streets)
featuring the Junkyard Saints
(www.junkyardsaints.com).

Sunday, June 22nd at 5 pm at
Rose Park (26th and P Streets)
featuring the Billy Coulter Band
(www.billycoulter.com) — also a
WAMMIE Winner (Roots Rock
Vocalist of the Year).

Sunday, July 13th at 5 pm at
Volta Park (34th and Q Streets)
featuring the Image Band (back
by popular demand) — a Reggae
band (www.imageband.com).
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Griffin Picnic for CAG Concerts
Chilled Melon Soup

Shrimp and Fennel Salad on Brioche 
~ or  ~

Fresh Mozzarella, Ripe Tomato 
and Basil on Herb Foccacia

Peach Panna Cotta 

$15 per adult picnic

Griffin Children’s Picnic for 
CAG Concerts

Summer Fruit Salad

Egg Salad or Turkey and Cheese
Mini Sub

Chocolate Whoopie Pie with 
Strawberry Cream

$5 per children’s picnic

Griffin Antipasti Misti for Four 
for CAG Concerts

Prosciutto di Parma, Mortadella,
Coppa and Bresaola 

Parmigiano Reggiano

Roasted and Herb Marinated 
Artichokes, Olives, Eggplant, 

Spring Carrots and Red Peppers 

Herb Foccacia and Grissini

$36 per antipasti misti for 
four adults

Griffin Market, 28th & P Streets
(965-1222), is open 7 days a week;

from 9 – 9 Monday through 
Saturday, and 9 – 8 on Sundays.

Pre-Order Picnics Available at Griffin Market

Concerts in the Parks
continued from page 1

Deb Johns (left) and Nancy Taylor
Bubes (right).

(l to r): Dan Sallick, Peter Eisler, Mimi Hall and
Tom Nesbitt enjoy the party’s open bar at the
chic new L2Lounge.

Concerts co-chairs Jennifer Altemus (left) and
Elizabeth Miller (center) with committee mem-
ber Renee Esfandiary Crupi welcome guests to
the fundraiser.

April 17 Concerts Kickoff Party at L2Lounge

���������������������



The nominating committee pro-
posed the new slate of officers and
two of the directors at the April
CAG Meeting. Voting will be held
at the May 12th Meeting.

President — Denise Cunningham 
Denise, who lives on Reservoir
Road, has been on the CAG Board
for six years, serving as president
since January 2007. She works
extensively with the Trees for
Georgetown Committee and all the
CAG working committees. She was
the chair of St. John’s Church
Georgetown House Tour in 2006.
Six years ago, Denise initiated the
Fall CAG Gala. Prior to moving to
DC, she was Managing Partner of
an advertising/public relations
agency for 15 years, and then was
Managing Director of a sportswear
company. Her early career was spent
as a broadcast and print journalist.

First Vice President — Rob 
Housman
Rob has been on the CAG board for
two years and serves as CAG’s rep-
resentative to the BID board of
directors. Professionally, Rob is a
homeland security advisor and
teaches Homeland Security and
Counter-Terrorism at the University
of Maryland. He formerly served in
the White House Drug Czar’s Office
during the Clinton Administration.
Rob lives on Volta Place .

Second Vice President — Jennifer
Altemus
Jennifer, raised in the Washington,
DC area, graduated from George-
town University in 1988. She has
worked for Capital Management
Restaurants (J Pauls, Paolos,
Georgetown Seafood Grill, and the
River Club) and the Austin Grill.
Currently, she is an event planner at
the Library of Congress. An East
village resident, Jennifer is chair of
the annual Fall Gala Committee and
co-chair of the Concerts in the Parks

Committee. She lives on 32nd
Street.

Third Vice President — Brenda
Moorman
Brenda, currently serving on the
CAG Board, works with the
Georgetown Garden Club on the
Garden Tour and is a former Co-
Chair of the Georgetown House
Tour. As chair of the CAG Beauti-
fication Committee, she works on
trash collection and proper trash
disposal issues, as well as spearhead-
ing the rat abatement pilot program
for Georgetown. An environmental
activist, Brenda is the former Chair
of the Sierra Club’s Recycling Com-
mittee. Brenda lives on 33rd Street.

Secretary — Tara Scopelliti
Tara is a 1984 graduate of George-
town University. She has served as
board secretary since June 2005 and
editor of the CAG Newsletter since
September 2005. Her committee
involvement includes the annual fall
Gala, streetscape, Concerts in the
Parks, parking, and public safety.
Tara divides her time between
Washington Harbour and Dent
Place on the East side.

Treasurer — Bob Laycock
Bob, a CPA who lives on the West
side, currently serves as Board Trea-
surer. He is a Professor Emeritus of
Accounting at Montgomery College
and Professorial Lecturer in
Accounting at George Washington
University. Bob has worked with
the Trees for Georgetown committee
for seven years and is an active
Friend of Book Hill Park, having
donated and helped plant the
increasing number of daffodils. Bob
lives on O Street.

Director — Hazel Denton 
Hazel Denton has lived on the west
side of P Street for 15 years, during
which she has been active in a num-
ber of neighborhood activities,

including CAG’s Guard Committee.
She also serves as Chair of the CAG
Transportation Committee. Hazel
currently works as a consultant in
health and population issues, teach-
es at SAIS (Johns Hopkins), George-
town, and at the Academy of Hope.
Previously, Hazel had a 20-year
career at the World Bank, preceded
by government service (at CBO and
the NSC), academia (Harvard Busi-
ness School), and in advertising and
marketing in London. 

Director — Louise Brodnitz
Louise Brodnitz, with 20 years of
experience as an architect and 
urban planner focusing on historic
preservation, serves on the CAG
Historic Preservation Committee.
She was Cultural Resource Manager
for Walter Reed Army Medical Cen-
ter from 2003 to 2007, and a mem-
ber of the Montclair (New Jersey)
Historic Preservation Commission
for six years before moving to
Georgetown in 2002. Ms. Brodnitz
has a Masters of Architecture from
the University of California, Berke-
ley, and a Masters of City and
Regional Studies from Rutgers Uni-
versity. 
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Slate for CAG Officers

CAG intern, Fanny Brito, a 
GU senior, at work in the
office.



As one of Mayor Fenty’s first
year initiatives, the Office of
Planning has launched a

massive re-write of the half-century
old zoning ordinance, which man-
ages the physical development and
permitted uses of properties. It’s an
historic opportunity to literally
shape the city’s future, and your
help is needed.

DC’s zoning ordinance, approved
in 1958, is now the second oldest of
any major US city. Since the 50’s,
the ordinance has been piled with
amendment upon amendment in a
struggle to keep it relevant to mod-
ern technology and best practices;
the potential inconsistencies and

unintended consequences are legion. 
The re-write process has begun

with 20 working groups (composed
of interested citizens, no previous
experience needed) reviewing such
wide-ranging subject areas as Retail
Strategy, Campus/Institutional Uses,
Sustainability (never envisioned in
the 1958 ordinance!), Arts and Cul-
ture, Historic Preservation,
Parks/Open Space and, for the really
hardcore, Height, Density or PUDs
(Planned Unit Developments).
Working groups meet 4 to 6 times
to hammer out recommendations.
Afterwards, recommendations for
each subject area will be reviewed
by the Zoning Review Task Force

(selected by the Mayor) and then
forwarded on to the Zoning Com-
mission for a public hearing. 

The working groups are well
underway, and the work is fascinat-
ing. The Parking and Loading
working group, for example, strug-
gles to reconcile parking demands
with increasing traffic congestion.
The Historic Structures group wres-
tles with maintaining the integrity of
residential neighborhoods. The
Office of Planning has no easy task,
and input is essential.

To stay informed or to sign up as
a participant in one or more work-
ing groups, go to www.dczoningup-
date.org

—Louise Brodnitz
CAG Historic Preservation &

Zoning Committee Member
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DC is in the Zone



The Griffin Market has
changed hands once again
and it appears we’re in for a

treat. The new owners, Laura and
Riccardo Bonino, with impressive
culinary credentials and extensive
restaurant industry experience
including Galileo Restaurant, prom-
ise to bring their knowledge of good
food, fine wine and excellent service

to a corner market that has long
needed a make-over. 

The Boninos are restocking the
shelves with upscale groceries,
replenishing the wine racks with a
variety of good Italian wine, and
creating a delectable deli that will
offer fresh pasta, box lunches, soups
and sandwiches, as well as dinner to
go and pastries. They have a coffee

bar and carry high quality cheeses
plus rare Italian olive oils. In other
words, the Griffin Market, which
had become a sad and gloomy place
under previous owners, is emerging
with a new lease on life. 

While I was at the store, a couple
of people wandered in to order
sandwiches, which Laura made up
in no time flat. They were repeat
customers from the day before,
which is always a good sign. The
official opening won’t be for several
weeks, but do stop in; sandwiches
are now available, with good wines
to wash them down. Laura and Ric-
cardo are enthusiastic entrepreneurs
who live in Virginia, but will be
spending the lion’s share of their
time in Georgetown. Stop by their
store at 28th and P Streets (tel. 965-
1222) to introduce yourself and wel-
come them to the neighborhood. 

—V V Harrison
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A Georgetown Neighbor and A Favorite
of Washingtonians Since 1955

• Featuring Clothing by EILEEN FISHER
• Fine Jewelry in Gold, Sterling, and 

Semi-Precious Stone
• Folk Art, Home Decor and Fine Art

From Mexico
1514 Wisconsin Avenue NW

202-338-4404
www.thephoenixdc.com

NEWSBYTES  The Dumbarton Oaks Collections have reopened after ren-
ovations; museum hours are 2 – 5 pm, Tuesdays through Sundays and
admission is free…By the beginning of this month, Vineyard Vines cloth-
ing store on Wisconsin Avenue and The Tackle Box on M Street (a lobster
shack by Hook) will both be open for business…Also on M, Janus et Cie is
coming soon…Actor Chris Rock was spotted at L2Lounge in Cady’s
Alley…Check out the new Gelateria Dolce Vita—many flavors of Italian
gelato including mango, tiramisu, mint chocolate— (replacing Edy’s Ice
Cream Store) at Washington Harbour overlooking the piazza and Potomac
River…Speaking of ice cream, Haagen Dazs on M Street has reopened

after completing renova-
tions…Did you see the
Popemobile on the edge
of Georgetown?
Newsletter writer Walter
Groszyk snapped this
photo (on left) while
standing on the sidewalk
by the Four Seasons
Hotel, as the Popemobile

carrying the Pope came over the Pennsylvania Avenue bridge and ventured
30 feet into Georgetown before descending the ramp (on the wrong way)
down to Rock Creek Parkway.

Great Expectations



Thanks to the generosity of the fol-
lowing people, CAG has raised over
half of the required revenue for the
2008 expanded Public Safety Pro-
gram. We urge everyone else to con-
tribute soon. Forms are available
from the CAG office and on the
website; www.cagtown.org – or sim-
ply send your check to CAG made
out to CAG – Public Safety! All
donations are tax deductible.

GUARDIANS & COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
Cloisters West
Jean Smith – Remax Real Estate 
Mark McFadden – Coldwell Banker 
Washington Fine Properties 

SENTINELS
Anonymous
Mrs. Beverly B. Bernstein 
Mr. & Mrs. I Townsend Burden III 
Ellen MacNeille Charles 
Andrew Kohut & Diane Colasanto 
Bruce Wiltsie & Bill Davenport 
John & Karen Ferguson 
Margaret Haney & Chris Ferguson 
Dr William A. Haseltine 
Federico & Wendy Grubbs Sacasa 
Vicki & Roger Sant 
Quite a Stir in Catering, Tracy Toth 

PROTECTORS
Mr. & Mrs. Aldus H. Chapin 
Senator John Kerry & Teresa Heinz 
Dr. John J. & Ellen Lynch 
Aubrey Sarvis 
Joan & Ev Shorey 

DEFENDERS 
Anonymous
Jerry McCoy & Alexandra 

Armstrong 
Ambassador Elizabeth Bagley 
Heather Bernard 
Felix Jakob & Kate Blackwell 
Charley, Bev & Shannon Casserly 
Micheline C. Courard 
Denise & Rick Cunningham 
Margery & Nelson Cunningham 
John & Lynn Dickey 

Barbara & Timothy Downs 
Karen & Baruch Fellner 
Roger & Betty Frankel 
Pat Gregory 
Hagner Management Corp 
Javed & Enjum Hamid 
Richard & Pam Hinds 
Rob & Patty Housman 
Cathy & Walter Isaacson 
Nancy Itteilag 
Helen & David Kenney 
Joel & Gloria Koenig 
Kathryn Langdon 
Thomas F. Lantry 
Jacqueline & Marc Leland 
Herb & Dianne Lerner 
Ron Lewis 
June & Jerry Libin 
Richard Liebeskind 
Edward W. Machir 
Mr. Dayton Mak 
Sebastian Mallaby 
Edward J. Mathias 
Herb & Patrice Miller 
Katherine O’Hearn 
Nancy Pearlstein – Relish 
Jackie Pletcher 
Shelley & Bruce Ross-Larson 
Tod & Kate Sedgwick 
John H. Schafer 
Donald H. Shannon 
Melissa Moss & Jonathan Silver 
William Skelsey 
William Plante & Robin Smith 
Myrlene Staten & Richard Teig 
Milton & Anne Thompson 
Margaret L. Tomlinson 
Yshine & Kazuko Uchimura 
B. F. Van Roijen 
Henry vom Eichel 
John Walda 
David Walsh 
Michael Nussbaum & Gloria 

Weissberg 
Que D. Nguyen & Allan Wendt 
Tom & Carol Wheeler 

CUSTODIANS
Debra & Lyndon Abell 
Gene Sperling & Alison Abner 
Candace Aburdene 
Lawrence & Kim Albert 

Priscilla B. Alfandre 
Mohammed Ali—Thomas Sweet 
Kevin & Juliet Anderson 
Mrs. R. W. Apple, Jr. 
Elizabeth Littlefield & Matt Arnold 
Frances Atkeson 
Richard & Helena Barnes 
James & Mary Bennett 
John A. Boffa 
Dan & Debby Booker 
Joe & Annelise Brand 
Nancy Brinker 
Molly Corbett Broad 
Cynthia Broydrick 
Ms. Hazel E. Burgess 
Frida Burling 
Chester & Elizabeth Burrell 
John & Alice Caldwell 
John Carlson 
Russell Carpenter 
John & Judy Clark 
Patrick Clawson 
Betsy & Stephen Cooley
Mary Ellen Connell 
Edwin P. Conquest, Jr. 
Renee Esfandiary & Eric Crupi 
Laura & Charles Curran 
Michael Perkins & Shoshana Danon 
Mrs. Sally F. Davidson 
Rick & Pura Del Sontro 
Mrs. Joy C. Denman 
Mr. R. Neil Dickman 
John & Nancy Emens 
Jack Evans 
Edward L. Feightner 
Mrs. Rockwood H. Foster 
Catherine Blanton Freedberg 
Sam R. Freeman 
Elizabeth & Paul Friedman 
Peter & Patricia Gallary 
Marion & Michael Goldberg 
Dr. Marilyn K. Gowing 
Charles O. Graham 
Helen Darling & Brad Gray 
Thomas (Wilke) Green 
William & Grace Green 
Nelse L. Greenway 
Cameron Knight & Vincent Griski 
Susan M. Gschwendtner 
Anne & Hank Gutman 
Patsy J. Guyer 
Mr. & Mrs.Paijit Habanananda 
Robert & Martha Hanrott 
Joan Heim 
Gloria Hidalgo 
Jane Hitchcock & Jimie Hoagland 
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Donors to 2008 Public Safety Program
(as of April 23, 2008)



Chad & Ann Holliday 
Helen M. Hubbard 
Harry Huge 
James D. Hurd 
Dr Dirk & Lois Jecklin  
Bob & Lee Jones 
Hans & Hillegonde Kaper 
Trish Kent 
Edward & Lucy Killham 
Kenny Kraft 
Mark Lysne & Elizabeth Krentzman 
Pierre J. LaForce 
Robert & Susanne Lang 
Susan Lavine 
Fred & Kathy Lawrence 
Susan Page & Carl Leubsdorf 
Joann Lewinsohn 
Nancy Lewinsohn  
Pamela Johnson & Stephen Lintner 
Dr. Sharon Lockwood 
Ann B. Malcolm 
Frank & Carol Marshall 
William Massey 
Eileen McGrath 
Patricia A. McLagan 
Carolina Mederos 
Matthew Medlin 
John & Anita Meeks 
Larry & Candice Mendenhall 
Caroline & John Merriam 
Starke P. Meyer 
Rosemary Monagan 
Pamla & Powell Moore 
Brenda & James Moorman 
Helena Moynihan 
Mt Zion United Methodist Church 
Joseph & Joanne Murphy 
Rick & Karen Murphy 
Thomas & Jane Nigra 
W.Caffey & Oleana Norman 
Gordon Peterson 
David M. Petrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Platt 
Dan & Shannon Pryor 
Nancy Gray Pyne 
Eden & Jerry Rafshoon 
Clea Rameth 
Susan & Donald Rappaport 
Michael Petricone & Laura 

Rawlings 
Virginia Poole & John Rentzepis 
Victoria & Douglas Rixey 
Avice Meehan & Barbara Roberts 
Jennifer Rogers 
Charles Rossotti 
George & Ellen Rublee 

Douglas & Jean Salter 
Dr. & Mrs. Allen H. Sandler 
Rosa Puech & Peter Schechter 
Nicholas B. Scheetz 
Jean H. Scott 
Carol & Leigh Seaver 
Patty Abramson & Les Silverman 
Mrs. Gurden K. Singh-Dhoot 
Robert & Niente Smith 
Dick & Katie Snowdon 
Tom Oliphant & Susan Spencer 
Carol & James Springer 
Paul & Gillian St. Lawrence 
Jerry & Emily Stampiglia 
Robert L. Steiner 
Thomas & Barbara Steinmetz 
John & Beverly Sullivan 
Mary H. D. Swift 
Bob & Ann Szabo 
Carolyn S. Tager 
Michele N. Tanaka 
Georgeanne Thanos 
Lloyd W. Thorson 
George Valanos 
Robert & Ann vom Eigen 
Robert Laycock & Thomas Vogt 
Grahm Williams & Anne Vytlacil 
Dr. Celia Ward 
Eric & Jena Watson 
Bill & Jackie Weldon 
J. Robinson & Eileen West 
Mr. & Mrs. Thacher W. White 
Stockton & Dorothy Williams 

SUPPORTERS
Pablo Izquierdo & Jenny Arndt 
Ms. Eve E. Bachrach 
Maria C. Bill 
Robert Bonnie 
Bill & Kathy Bransford 
Gil & Louise Brodnitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clark Bull 
Harmon Burns III 
H. Russell Cort 
Warren & Claire Cox 
Peter & Kay Dunkley 
Barbara G. Fant 
Leslie M. Wileman & Anthony

Fitch 
Georgetown Hairstyling 
Joan & Don Harris 
Carl Hartman 
John & Corbin Harwood 
John & Eleanor Hedden 
Leslie A. Kamrad 
Michael Kelly 
Rev. Stuart Kenworthy—Christ

Church, Georgetown 
Chiswell D. Langhorne, Jr. 
Mimsy & Rusty Lindner 
Moore & Bruce LLP 
Larry & Helen O’Brien 
Robert Rosenbaum 
Mary & Roy Ryan 
Elizabeth & Stanley Salett 
Matt Herrington & Alison Schafer 
Ilse M. Stauffer 
Florence S. Stone 
Emi L. Yamauchi 
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State of Play, a mystery crime
thriller based on a BBC mini-
series, filmed for nearly a
week during early April in
Georgetown. The site for the
last shoot of the movie was
J. Paul’s restaurant on M St.
The film-makers, not satisfied
with the stormy weather
they encountered, brought
their own rain machine. The
principal Georgetown set-

tings for the film were along Wisconsin Avenue between M and N Streets
and on Water Street under Key Bridge.

The movie is directed by Kevin Macdonald, who directed The Last King of
Scotland, and stars Rachel McAdams ,Ben Affleck, Robin Wright Penn, Russell
Crowe, Helen Mirren, and Jeff Daniels. State of Play is scheduled for an April
2009 release.

—Walter Groszyk
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Compliments of
JEAN SMITH
Associate Broker

Re/Max Allegiance
Georgetown Office

(202) 255-8167

Citizens Association of 
Georgetown
1365 Wisconsin Ave NW, 
Suite 200
Washington, DC 20007
202 337-7313
Fax: 202 333-1088
E-mail: cagmail@cagtown.org
Website: www.cagtown.org

Board of Directors
Denise Cunningham
President

Rob Housman
First Vice President 

Jennifer Altemus
Second Vice President

Brenda Moorman
Third Vice President

Tara Scopelliti
Secretary

Robert Laycock
Treasurer

Diane Colasanto
Karen Cruse
Hazel Denton
Barbara Downs
Seth Kirshenberg
Luca Pivato
Victoria G. K. Rixey
Barbara Zartman

Legal Advisor
Richard deC. Hinds

Executive Director
Betsy Cooley

Standing Committees
Airports and Utility Operations
Gerry Brown
Alcoholic Beverage Control
Karen Cruse & John Hopkins
Beautification
Brenda Moorman
Historic Preservation, Zoning 
& Planning
Barbara Zartman
Public Safety & Guard
Luca Pivato & Richard Hinds
Trees for Georgetown
Betsy Emes 
Newsletter
Tara Scopelliti, Editor
Betsy Cooley
Karen Cruse

H.A. GILL & SON
REALTORS

Serving the Georgetown Area
in the sale and rental of fine

properties since 1888

1722 Wisconsin Avenue NW
(202) 338-5000

Mark McFadden
www.MarkMcFadden.com 
Serving Washington, DC MD VA 
#1 Georgetown Agent for 
Coldwell Banker 
703-216-1333
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Citizens Association of Georgetown
1365 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Suite 200
Washington DC 20007. 
202 337-7313
Fax: 202 333-1088
E-mail: cagmail@cagtown.org
Website: www.cagtown.org

May Community Events and Calendar

Sun. May 4            Jackson Art Center Spring Open Studios; Noon – 5 pm; 3048 R Street; Free admission; visit
www.jacksonartcenter.com.

Thurs. May 8 Trees for Georgetown Annual Celebration; 6 – 8 pm; home of Julie and Mike Connors, 3147 P
Street; Tickets $125 per person; call 333-7879.

Thurs. May 8 Nathans Community Lunch featuring National Trust for Historic Preservation President Richard
Moe; Noon; call 338-2000 for reservations.

Sat. May 10 Partnership for Problem Solving (PPS) Meeting Sponsored by the Metropolitan Police Department
to discuss community issues at 10:30 am; MPD 2nd District, 3320 Idaho Avenue, NW. 

Mon. May 12 Citizens Association of Georgetown Meeting featuring Councilmember Jack Evans; Annual CAG
Awards and Election of  Officers; reception at 7 and program at 7:30 pm; St. John’s Church Parish
Hall, Potomac and O Streets.

Sat. May 17 Georgetown Garden Treasures: Tudor Place and Dumbarton Oaks Annual Guided Tour; 11 am;
Meet at Visitors Center, 1644 31st Street; $12 nonmember, $10 members; Advance registration
required; call 965-0400.

Wed. May 21 A Springtime Salute to Ellington benefiting the Duke Ellington School of the Arts; 6:30 – 9 pm;
Halcyon House, 3400 Prospect Street; Tickets $200 per person; Call 333-2555.

Tues. June 3 Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2E Public Meeting; 6:30 pm; Heritage Room,
Georgetown Visitation, 35th & Volta Streets; (agenda available at www.anc2E.com); call 338-7427
for more information.
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